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* Karachi Changed

My Perception
Completely ”’

OUTGOING MALAYSIAN CONSUL GENERAL
HERMAN HARDYNATA AHMAD

Reflects on Diplomacy, Friendship and

Four Memorable Years in Pakistan
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The hospitality
of the Pakistani
people is
extraordinary.
Pakistan will
always hold a
special place in

my heart. , ,

For nearly four years, Malaysia's
Consul General in Karachi, Herman
Hardynata Ahmad, has been one of the
most active faces of Malaysian diploma-
cy in Pakistan. During his tenure, Paki-
stan and Malaysia witnessed stronger
cooperation in trade, education, tourism,
direct air connectivity and cultural ex-
changes. As he prepares to return to Ma-
laysia, he spoke in an exclusive farewell
interview about his diplomatic journey,
his changing perception of Karachi and
the enduring friendship between the two
countries

Interestingly, diplomacy was not his
first profession. After graduating in busi-
ness communication and writing in
2001, he began his career as a freelance
broadcast journalist covering sports.

"Sports journalism taught me disci-
pline, accuracy and responsibility be-
cause facts are facts. A football match
ending 2-0 cannot be interpreted differ-
ently,” he recalled.

Although he enjoyed journalism, his
desire to serve his country eventually led
him into public service. He joined Ma-
's Ministry of Information in 2004
ntering the Malaysian Diplomat-
ic Service three years later. After serving
in Brunei, he was appointed Consul
General in Karachi, a responsibility he
considers both an honour and a privi-
lege.

When he first learned of his posting,
however, he had mixed feelings.

"I searched online and what I found
about Karachi was quite discouraging.
Social media created the impression that
it was an unsafe city."

His concerns disappeared almost im-

mediately after arriving in Pakistan.

social media."

According to him, people often judge
Karachi based on isolated incidents
rather than everyday reality.

"Karachi is one of the world's largest
cities. An incident occurring many Kilo-
metres away should not define the entire
city. Unfortunately, many people abroad
only read headlines."

Throughout his assignment, business-
men, investors and academics frequently
sought his advice before travelling to Pa-
kistan

"My answer was always the same:
don't rely on social media. Visit Pakistan
yourself. Once people experience the
country and meet its people, their per-
ceptions change naturally."

His own family also embraced life in
Karachi.

"My wife and children genuinely en-
joyed living here. They made wonderful
friends and adapted very quickly. Leav-
ing Pakistan has been emotional for all
of us because they already miss the
friendships they built."

Hospitality, he believes, remains Paki-
stan's greatest strength.

"T quickly realised that nobody lets
you leave a Pakistani home without
eating," he said with a smile. "The hospi-
tality here is truly first class."

Although Pakistani cuisine proved
much spicier than Malaysian food, he
became particularly fond of biryani and
pulao.

ategy was simple [ started with
s portion before moving to

the defining features of his tenure. p

Shortly after his arrival, Batik Air
approached the Malaysian Consul-
ale regarding direct flights between
Karachi and Kuala 1 umpur. Work-
ing with the relevant authorities, the
service was launched i

2023. A year Inlu AirAsia also in-
troduced direct J]u_hls

He also expressed hope that Ma-
laysia Airlines would soon join the
route.

"Every direct flight brings people
closer. It promotes tourism, trade,
education, investment and family
connections. Better connectivity
naturally strengthens every aspect
of bilateral relations."

Education has also emerged as
one of the strongest pillars of coop-
eration.

"Today, more than 7,000 Paki-
stani students are studying in Ma-
laysia, and the number continues to
grow."

He believes Malaysia offers inter-
nationally recognised education at
affordable costs in a culturally fa-
miliar Muslim-majority environ-
ment. To promote educational op-
portunities, the Consulate organised
the "Jom Malaysia Chalo" Educa-
tion Fair in Karachi, which attracted
strong interest from Pakistani stu-
dents and parents.

Trade cooperation also expanded
during his tenure. Malaysia estab-
lished a dedicated trade promotion
office in Karachi to strengthen
commercial engagement with Paki-
stan's business community.

"Karachi is Pakistan's commer-

Looking ahead,
halal economy presents enormous
opportunities for both countries.

"The halal industry is much broad-
er than food. It includes pharmaceu-
ticals, cosmetics, logistics, Islamic
financ 1 tourism and many other
sectors."

He expressed hope that Karachi
could one day host international
halal exhibitions similar to Malay-
sia's globally recognised Malaysia
International ~ Halal ~ Showcase
(MIHAS).

Bilateral trade between Pakistan
dnd Malaysia reached approximate-
ly USS1.6 billion last year, but he
believes the next phase of coopera-
tion should focus on technology,
digital industries, services and inno-
vation.

"We have done well in merchan-
dise trade. Now we should expand
into knowledge-based sectors."

Beyond economics, Herman Har-
dynata Ahmad considers cultural di-
plomacy equally important.

he believes the

Throughout his assignment, the Malay-
an Consulate actively promoted

sian culture through national celebrations,
traditional performances and culinary
events. He also introduced Malaysia's tra-
ditional martial art, Pencak Silat, to audi-
ences in Karachi and was pleased to dis-
cover an enthusiastic local community al-
ready promoting the discipline.

Sports, too, remain an effective bridge
between the two countries.

"Pakistan is famous for cricket, while
Malaysia has traditionally excelled in
hockey, badminton and sepak takraw."

Although he jokingly admitted he never
gathered enough courage to play cricket
himself, he praised Pakistan's rich sport-
ing tradition and acknowledged the valu-
able contribution Pakistani players and
coaches have made to Malaysian hockey
over the years.

Reflecting on Malaysia's own develop-
ment, he credited former Prime Minister
Dr. Mahathir Mohamad with laying the
foundation for the country's modem trans-
formation.

t yet know whcr(.
signment will take him. However,
if given the opportunity, he would gladly
work on Pakistan-related affairs again.

"I now understand the country, its
people and its tremendous potential "

Asked what memory he would carry
home from Pakistan, his answer came
without hesitation

"The extraoi
kistani people.

inary hospitality of the Pa-

He recalled meeting families who, de-
spite limited resources, insisted on wel-
coming guests with generosity and
warmth.

"That kindness cannot be measured by
wealth. It comes from the heart."

Finally, when asked whether he would
miss Karachi, he smiled before replying:

"Of course. I will miss Karachi, its
people, its warmth and the Inendsmpe. we
built hy aki hold
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